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Abstract
What can the career of one Lingayat Matha, the Sirigere Matha in Chitradurga align tell us
about the place of mathas in modern Mysore? Since the late 19th century, the Sirigere Matha's
quest for legitimacy aligned with the modern bureaucratic imperatives of a princely state
order, bringing a different visibility and public accountability to the matha. How were
historically forged relationships to state structures, and to a newly emerging caste public,
renegotiated in the transition to a time of representative politics? This talk will focus on some
key moments in a century of dramatic change, to uncover the extent to which the foundational
imperative of taking a ‘society serving’ form has made the Lingayat matha an exemplary model,
in functioning as a mobiliser of resources, while emerging as an important sharer of state
power.
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